
A.3 Objective Function

In the objective function we minimize the following costs:

z = Capital and operating costs of new wind plants
+ Cost of new transmission for wind
+ Capital and operating costs of new CSP plants
+ Cost of new transmission for CSP
+ Capital cost of conventional generators
+ Fuel and operating costs of conventional generation
+ Capital cost of new transmission lines
+ Capital cost of new storage capacity
+ Fuel and operating costs of storage
+ Cost of a CO2 tax

In equation form, with explanatory notes in brackets (below the lines to which they refer):8 9

z =
∑
c,i,l

(WturNc,i,l + WturTNc,i,l + Wtur_inregionc,i,l)

·


CWc · cpopc,i,l · (1 + cslopec,i,l · Cost_Inst_Frac)

· (1 − st_Invincenti∈states)
+ CWOMc + CFc,l · (1 − st_Prodincenti∈states)


[wind capital and O&M costs]

+
∑
c,i,l

∑
j

(
WNc,i,j,l + WTNc,i,j,l

)
+ Welec_inregionc,i,l

 · GridConCost
[wind capital and O&M costs]

+
∑
c,i,j,l

WNc,i,j,l · CFc,l · (TOWCOST · Distancei,j + PostStampi,j)

· (1 − SurplusMarc,i) · 8760/CRF
[cost to connect wind to grid on pre-2006 lines]

+
∑
c,i,l

WTNc,i,j,l · TNWCOST · Distancei,j

[cost to connect wind to grid on new lines]

+
∑
g

WCtg · CGg

[excessive growth penalty on wind turbines]

+
∑
ginst,i

WCtinstginst,i · CGinstginst

[excessive growth penalty on wind installation]

8some subscripts, e.g. wscp on WturN in the first line of the objective function are elided here and in constraints,
below, when they are immediately summed over and therefore have no bearing on the equation.

9All parameters used in the objective function and constraints can be found in the glossary, below.
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+
∑
c,i,l

∑
wscp

WNSCi,l,wscp ·WR2GPTSc,i,l,wscp

 · CFc,l · 8760/CRF

[cost of spur line to connect new wind capacity to pre-2006 grid]

+
∑
c,j,l

∑
escp

Welec_inregionc,j,l,escp ·MW_inregion_disc,j,escp

 · CFc,l · 8760/CRF

[cost of spur line to connect new wind capacity to inregion load]

+
∑
cCSP,i

(
CSPturNcCSP,i + CSPturTNcCSP,i + CSPtur_inregioncCSP,i

)
· (CCSPcCSP + CSPOMcCSP )

[CSP capital and O&M costs]

+
∑

cCSP,i,j

(
CSPNcCSP,i,j + CSPTNcCSP,i,j + CSPelec_inregioncCSP,i,j

)
· CSPGridConCost

[inregion CSP capital and O&M costs]

+
∑

cCSP,i,j,m

CSPNcCSP,i,j · Hm · CFcCSP,m · (TOWCOST · Distancei,j + PostStampi,j)

· (1 − CSPSurplusMarcCSP,i)/CRF
[cost to connect CSP to grid on pre-2006 lines]

+
∑

cCSP,i,j

CspTNcCSP,i,j · TNWCOST · Distancei,j

[cost to connect CSP to grid on new lines]

+
∑

cCSP,i,j,m

 ∑
cspscp

CspNSCcCSP,i,cspscp · CSP2GPTScCSP,i,cspscp

 · CFcCSP,m · Hm/CRF
[cost of spur line to connect new wind capacity to pre-2006 grid]

+
∑

cCSP,i,j,m

∑
escp

CspELEC_inregioncCSP,j,escp · CSP_inregion_discCSP,j,escp

 · CFcCSP,m · HmCRF

[cost of spur line to connect new CSP capacity to inregion load]

+
∑
gCSP

CSPCtgCSP · CGcspgCSP

[excessive growth penalty on CSP hardware]

+
∑

gCSPinst,i

CSPCtinstgCSPinst,i · CGcspinstgCSPinst

[excessive growth penalty on CSP installation]

+
∑
n,q

CONVn,q · (CCONVq + CCONVFq + Ctranadderq + GridConCost)

[capital and O&M costs for conventional generators]

+
∑
n,p

CONVTn,p,m · Hm/CRF ·
(
TOCOST · Distancen,p + PostStampn,p

)
[variable costs for transmission]

+
∑
q,g

CGconvq,g · CCtq,g
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[excessive growth penalty on conventional capacity]

+
∑
n,p

TPCANn,p · TNCOST · Distancen,p

[capital cost of new transmission lines]

+
∑

TPCA_G

TPCA_CGTPCA_G · TPCA_CtTPCA_G

[excessive growth penalty on new transmission]

+
∑
n,m,q

CONVgenn,m,q · Hm · CCONVVn,q

[operating and fuel costs for conventional generators]

+
∑
n,m,q

CONVPn,m,q · Hm · CCONVVn,q · PcostFracq

[increased operating cost for peaking power]

+
∑
n,m,q

SRn,m,q · Hm · CSRVn,q

[operating and fuel costs for spinning reserve]

+
∑
n,q

QSn,q · CQS

[cost for quickstart capacity]

+
∑

geoclass,n

GeoBingeoclass,n · GeoAddergeoclass,n · CCONVgeothermal/CCCgeothermal

+
∑

egsclass,n

GeoEGSBinegsclass,n · GeoAdderegsclass,n · CCONVgeothermal/CCCgeothermal

[supply curve-based cost for geothermal capacity]

+
∑

bioclass,n

BioGenerationbioclass,n · CHeatRatebiopower · BioFeedstockLCOFbioclass,n

+
∑

bioclass,n

CofireGenbioclass,n · CHeatRatecofire · (BioFeedstockLCOFbioclass,n − Fpricecoal,n)

[supply curve-based cost for biomass feedstock]

+
∑
st,n

(STORst,n + WSTORst,n) · (CSTORst + FSTORst/CRF )

[capital and O&M costs for storage]

+
∑
n,m,st

(STORinn,m,st + WSTORin_gridn,m,st + WSTORin_windn,m,st) · Hm

· (VSTORst · STOR_RTEst + FpriceCAES,n · CAESHeatRate)
[operating and fuel costs for storage]

+
∑

st,storagebp

STORAGEBINst,storagebp · CGStoragest,storagebp

[excessive growth penalty on new storage]

+
∑
n,m,q

(CONVgenn,m,q + CONVPq) · Hm · CONVpolq,CO2 · CHeatRateq · CarbTax

[cost of carbon tax on conventional generation]

+
∑
n,m,st

STORoutn,m,st · Hm · STORpolst,CO2 · CHeatRatest · CarbTax

[cost of carbon tax on storage generation]
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+
∑
n,q

COALLOWSULn,q · lowsuladd_LCFn · CHeatRateq

[surcharge for using low sulfur coal]
+ RPS_shortfall · RPSSCost

+
∑
states

St_RPSshortfallstates · St_RPSSCost

+
∑
states

St_CSPRPSshortfallstates · St_CSPRPSCoststates

[costs of shortfalls in failing to meet RPS requirements]

A.4 Constraints

The minimization of cost in ReEDS is subject to a large number of different constraints,
involving limits on resources, transmission constraints, national growth constraints, ancillary
services, and pollution. Unless specifically noted otherwise (see, for example, the wind resource
limit below), these constraints apply to new generating capacity built in the time period being
optimized.

The constraint name is shown with the subscripts over which the constraint applies. For
example, in the constraint immediately below, the subscript ‘c, i, l’ immediately following the
name of the constraint implies that this constraint is applied for every class of wind c, every
region i, and every location l. Because there are 356 regions, five classes of wind, and 3
locations, this first type of constraint is repeated 5,340 times (356x5x3).

A.4.1 Constraints on Wind

Wind Resource Constraint: For every wind class c and wind supply region i, the sum of all
wind capacity installed in this and preceding time periods must be less than the total wind
resource in the region.

WIND_RES_UCc,i,l

WturNc,i,l + WturTNc,i,l + Wtur_inregionc,i,l ≤ max(0,WRucc,i,l −WturOc,i,l −WTturOc,i,l)

Wind Supply Curve: New wind of class c in region i at interconnection cost step wscp must be
less than the remaining wind resource in that cost step.10 The second constraint balances the
wind on pre-2006 lines across the different supply curve points and is used to determine the
cost of transmission required to reach the grid.

WIND_supply_curvesc,i,l,wscp

WturNc,i,l,wscp ≤ max(0,WR2Gc,i,l,wscp)

WIND_EXISTRANS_BALANCEi,l ∑
wscp

WNSCi,l,wscp =
∑
j

WNi,j,l

10A preliminary optimization is performed outside and prior to the main model to construct a supply curve for onshore
wind, shallow offshore wind, and deep offshore wind for each wind class c and region i. This supply curve is comprised
of four quantity/cost pairs (WR2Gc,i,l,wscp / WR2GPTSc,i,l,wscp ). The ‘‘curve’’ provides the amount of class c wind
WR2Gc,i,l.wscp that can be connected to the pre-2006 grid for a cost between WR2GPTSc,i,l,wscp−1 and WR2GPTSc,i,l,wscp.
This ‘‘pre-LP’’ optimization is described in more detail in Appendix G. The quantity WR2Gc,i,l,wscp is reduced after each
period’s LP optimization by the amount of wind used in the time period from that cost step.
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